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his life, not as a continuation but as a beginning, Continua-
tion is a business already provided for in the animal, but to
initiate is the prerogative of man; the one thing of which
he can boast that transcends the animal.
Without doubt the modern woman is most deeply occupied
with this problem. It is her individual expression of some-
thing that is general and inherent in our time, namely,
a cultural tendency towards a more complete human form ;
a longing for meaning and fulfilment; an increasing repug-
nance to a senseless, one-sided attitude, and a dissatisfaction
with a life of pure unconscious instinctiveness and blind
happenings.
The soul of the European has not forgotten the lesson of
the war, however much it may be banished from his conscious-
ness. The woman is increasingly aware that love alone
can give her her full stature, just as the man begins to discern
that spirit alone can endow his life with its highest meaning,
Fundamentally, therefore, both seek a psychic relation one
to the other; because love neesis the spirit, -and the spirit,
love, for their fulfilment. The woman feels that there is no
longer real security in marriage ; for what does the fidelity
of the husband signify, when she knows that his feelings
and thoughts are runhing afield, and that he is merely too
cautious or too cowardly to follow them ? What does her
own fidelity amount to," when she knows that, in holding to
the bond, she is merely enthralled by a lust for legal possession,
by which she allows her soul to be stunted? There is a
higher fidelity which she begins to discern, a fidelity to the
spirit and to love that can go beyond human weakness and
incompleteness. Perhaps she may yet discover that what is
weak and incomplete, a painful disturbance, or a by-path
beset with anxieties, can be interpreted in a dual way corre-
sponding to its own ambiguous nature, For in these transi-
tions a way leads down to the generally human, ending
finally in the swamp of unconsciousness and destruction
of personality, if once that hold is lost which everyone

